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for his rear. From Ost-Preussen he now drew 15,.
ooo men. By undertaking to assist Peter in his
schemes for winning back the lands which the House
of Holstein had lost to Denmark forty years before,
he secured the immediate help of 20,000 Russians.

The situation was so completely transformed since
the days when Frederick lay motionless at Bunzel-
witz that in 1762 he determined once more to take
the aggressive. His first aim must be the recovery
of Schweidnitz. This could only be accomplished
by inducing Daun to give battle, for his army, which
had encamped near the fortress, was now playing the
part that had fallen to the Prussians in the previous
year. While the manoeuvres were pursuing their
tedious course the news arrived that Peter III. had
been deposed. His wife, the German princess
Catherine II., who was thus placed in power, at once
recalled the 20,000 Russians from Silesia. Fred-
erick, however, calculating on the influence which
their presence would exercise upon the mind of
Daun, persuaded their commander to conceal the
order and to remain a few days longer as a spectator
of the war. Then on July 21, 1762, the Prussians
surprised Daun's right wing and gained a clever
victory at Burkersdorf. At a sacrifice of some 1600
men they reduced the enemy's force by nearly 10,-
ooo, and the retreat of the Austrians enabled them
to begin the siege of Schweidnitz.

Thenceforward it was plain that the dragging war
would lead to no decisive issue. Frederick was so
sure of his cause that he had already sent a commis-
sioner to examine the civil needs of Pomerania. But